Of the cases falling to the care of the surgeon, fractures, from their frequency and grave consequences, constitute a large and important class. They, indeed, form so usual a part of every serious injury, resulting from external violence, that "broken bones" is the people's ordinary criterion for estimating the damage sustained.
To the patient a fracture is serious, as involving inability to use the limb in which it occurs for two or three months, with it may be confinement to bed, and in more severe cases, perhaps the loss of the limb or even of life itself. The second objection is the difficulty of maintaining sufficient extension at the one point where it can be made, viz., the foot, without giving great pain to the patient, and the risk of causing sloughing at the ankle, or exciting inflammation in the knee, in consequence of the extending force being exercised entirely through it; and my third objection is the facility with which the apparatus may be displaced, by the patient turning towards the affected side, which he is so liable to do.
The evils attendant on the tension of the flexor muscles in the straight position led Pott to recommend the limb to be laid on its outside, with the knee half bent, and short splints only along the thigh. The position, though favourable for relaxing the muscles, was, however, found to be very irksome to the patient, who had to lie constantly on his side during the whole period of the cure ; and the experience derived from attempts to treat these fractures by Pott's method, has shown that the best position is insufficient by itself, to prevent displacement and shortening, resulting from the contraction of the muscles. 
